Clinical Section 809
guished from repetitive ventricular tachycardia, because it should be treated by pacing or catecholamine infusion rather than by conventional antiarrhythmic drugs, which may actually aggravate it. Sinoatrial dysfunction is frequently caused by ischimic heart disease (Bouvrain et al. 1967) and the use of beta-blocking or calcium antagonist drugs may be hazardous unless a prophylactic demand pacemaker is inserted to prevent asystolic arrest or torsades de pointes. It also enabled adequate doses of propranolol to be given; when this reduced the sinus rate, the pacemaker took over and indeed appears to function most of the time. 
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